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hat would we see if we adopted God’s perspective on the world? Photographer Jeffrey
Milstein, 71, has a bachelor’s degree in architecture from the University of California at
Berkeley and is fascinated by aerial views. Flying and photography are the two pillars of
Milstein’s life.
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A BIRD'S-EYE
VIEW OF
LA & NY
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About the Artist —

Jeffrey Milstein’s aerial
photography focuses on the two
most important cities in his life,
Los Angeles and New York, to
highlight urban geometry and
human activities.
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On his 17th birthday, Milsten received his
pilot’s license after spending every Sunday
training at Santa Monica Airport. He then
flew across the Los Angeles Basin while
making an 8mm film of the terrain below.

At the University of California at
Berkeley, he earned a bachelor’s degree
in architecture but remained a committed
photographer. He went on to found his
own company, Paper House Productions,
which steadily grew to employ over 700

people in the late 1990s. In 2000, Milsten
sold his company to focus solely on
photography.

Milstein took action photos of aircraft
as they took off and landed at Los Angeles
International Airport (LAX). A total of 34
of his works were featured as part of a
year-long photography exhibition at the
Smithsonian’s National Air and Space
Museum.

“The miracle of flight is surely the
greatest invention in the history of
humanity,” he said.

His aerial works focus on the two
most important cities in his life: Los
Angeles and New York. From helicopters
hovering 1,000ft to 2,000ft above the
cities, he took photos of the Statue of
Liberty, the Empire State Building, cargo
ports, airport ramps, train stations, and
amusement parks, highlighting the
urban geometry and human activity. By
presenting this unusual perspective, his
works inspire people to think about the
tremendous impact human activities
have on the environment.
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“Cities are mankind’s greatest
collective achievements — where our
hopes, dreams, and ambitions live or die.
They show both the image and reality
of the American Dream. One can read
a lot about our culture from the visuals.
Only from the air can you experience this
unseen and unexpected beauty.”

When shooting, Milstein looks for
perpendicular lines and symmetrical
patterns, requiring the helicopter pilot
to maneuver extensively to find an ideal
shoot location. Constantly changing
lighting conditions add an extra layer of
complexity to aerial photography.

As to post-production, Milstein
said, “l don't normally use Photoshop to
alter content. | do use it to rotate, crop,
and adjust for perspective as needed
to create the flat symmetrical artistic
palette that | like”
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